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MEMORANDUM FOR: ID/P
SURJICT t Probable Cause of Fortuny's Temporary Retirement

as Secretary Ceneral of the Guatemalan Labor Party

1. The probsble cause of Fortuny's temporary retirement
as Secretary Ceneral of the Cuatemalan Labor Party (POT) was
his being called to Eurocpe or Moscow for consultations in view
of the repid developments affecting Cuatemala during the past
fow veaks. The P(T probably decided that the situwation was
Just too hot at present to be without a titular leader for even
a short time during Fortuny's temrorary ahsence, so his deputy
was appointed to hold his place. A temporary retirement also
gave Fortuny a chance to have a cover story of illness and a
reagon for going to Europe.

2. The two reacons for Fortuny's removal speculatively
advanced in & PQM memorvndum of 1 June 1954, Subject: Forte
uny/*1var:do Yonzon, can both be discarded as entirely unlikely
and probatly false., The first reason advanced was that Fortuny's
removal may well be the result of internal Party dissension
between Fortuny and Viector Manuel Cutierrez. If this were the
reason, Fortuny would not have been replaced by his closest
asgociste, his deputy and generally his stooge -- Bernardo
ALVARADO Monson, He would have been replaced by somsone closer
to Cutierrez, since, if this theory were correct it would have
teen Cutierrez pressure causing the ouster.

3. The second resson advanced was that the PCT agreed
to ocust Fortuny at Arbens! insistence in an effort to remove
the stigma of Communism fraom the governrent. If this were
true it would ho unthinkable to replace the number one Commue -
nist with his deputy the number two Communist. The only
conclusion 4is that this is not a likely und ir probably a false
hypothesis,
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